





Congressman W.J. (Billy) Tauzin
2183 Rayburn House Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-1803

Congressman William Jefferson
240 Cannon House Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Cleo Fields
218 Cannon House Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Richard leyoub

Attorney General

State Capital

P.O. Box 94005

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9125

Gary Lee

Washington Post

1150 15th Street
Washington, D.C. 20071

Bob Anderson

The Advocate

State Capital

P.O. Box 44485

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Joanna Weiss

Times Picayune

St. Bernard/Plagquemines Bureau
9212 W. Judge Perez Drive
Chalmette, LA 70043

Laura Heller

Plaguemines Gazette/Watchman
P.O. Box 700

Belle Chasse, LA 70037

Chris Justice & Mark Schieifstein
Times Picayune

3800 Howard Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70140



WWL TV (4)
1024 N. Rampart
New Orleans, LA 70116

WDSU TV (8)
520 Royal Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

WVUE TV (8)
1025 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway
New Orleans, LA 70125






r





















V. On Juiy 28. 1995, the DEQ approved a request for a major permit modification for an
incinerator owned by the Thermal Environmental Corporation and leased by the Wricht
Group without a notice and comment period for the public.

1. Whatis the DEQ’s policy regarding when the public notice and comment period
should be used for air and solid waste permit modifications?

2. Has the DEQ not held a notice and comment period for the public when considering a
non-major permit modification at any time since January 10, 19927

3. Which communities have been affected by this practice. if any?

4. What is the racial, ethnic. and socio-demographic composition of the residents of’
those affected communities?

5. What are the names of the DEQ employees who were involved in this type of
permitting process?

Thank you for taking the time to consider and also to answer these questions for
OCAG and LEAN. These groups have very serious concerns about the polices and
practices of the DEQ when it regulates the operations performed at the Industrial Pipe and
Wright Group facilities. The answers to these questions will enable them to understand
when and how the DEQ helps 1o protect their communities from environmentally harmful
facilities.

Sincerely,

el
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Supervising Atto::.y
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it still wants to operate, then the permit can be renewed. /Mr. Devillier said that the Industrial Pipe
air renewal “should have been processed as a new application and the renewal should have been
1ssued as a new permit. Except that the renewal has the same number [as the original], it is a new
permit.”” Mr. Devillier said that he “did not think that the emissions are high enough for the permit
process...like. for example, if there were 100 tons of one pollutant or a PSD. Or, if the public were
interested, 1t might go to notice.:’./ft seems apparent to us that their so called renewal was not
properly handled and we heard nothing to counter our believe that Industrial Pipe does not presently
have a valid permit to construct or operate any incinerator.

On the question of whether notice should have been provided for the Industrial Pipe air
permit modifications, you responded “we probably screwed up.Notice should’ve gone out.” Mr.
Deuvillier stated that “notification goes to the parish when the company applies.”

Mr. Devillier showed us a document dated 11/15/93, an Emissions Inventory Questionnaire
for “Riverside Recycling, for Type I1A facility with recycling and transfer and Type III construction-
debris landfill.” He seemed to indicate that this document served as the renewal application for the
air permit, although he referred to no provision in any law that would allow this nor did he explain
how a form labeled “questionnaire” becomes a permit renewal application.,Fle also did not explain
how one could renew a permit that had already expired because of a failure to comply with its
express terms,”He said that minor modifications to a non-major source of pollution did not garner
much interest from the DEQ, except under special circumstances.

On the question of the allegedly forged buffer zone waiver, you stated that even if the waiver
were deemed 1o be a forgery that variances can be granted on buffer zone waivers.

Then our conversation turned to the Wright Group’s sewage sludge incinerator. Percy
Johnson and others cited a number of incorrect statements of fact in the company’s application, such
as the distance from the nearby communities, the “wooded area” between residents and the company,

wetlands, etc. You expressed concern, should these prove to be false statements on the part of the
company.

On the notice question for the solid waste exemption (and the air modification), you said it
“should’ve been noticed” to the community directly and to the parish, and you promised to do it next
time. You said that “procedures were not followed.”

When asked for background on the proposal, given the quick approval signed by Fil
Bordelon for vou, you responded that “There were no meetings that I recall on it, that I was involved
with.” You acknowledged that you were ultimately responsible for the action.

When we raised questions regarding the air authorization for the sewage sludge bumer, you
responded that “Three-fourths of communities dry their sewage sludge,” indicating that the process
was not experimental, and that we should not worry about the one-year time allowed for operation
before a solid waste permit would be required.

Mr. Devillier assured us that the company would notify DEQ if it moved the burner. (This



was no consolation to us, as the public would not be informed.)

In closing, you agreed to give notice if any sewage sludge other than that from New Orleans
were to be taken by the company. You said that the company would have to reapply for the

permit/exemption, that full notice and opportunity to comment on any such application would be
provided next time.

We appreciate your taking time out to meet with us, and we hope that further meetings of this
nature will not be necessary.

incerely,
Voo Vo

Percy Joh.n, On

cc Gus Von Bodungen
Larry Devillier
William Mollere
Joanna Weiss
Tulane Environmental Law Clinic
Louisiana Environmental Action Network























